elations between
Kenya and India
date back several
centuries and
appear to be at an all-time
high. That, in fact, reached
acrescendo with the
historical visit of Indian
Prime Minister (PM),
Narendra Modj, to Kenya,
the first by a sitting PM
in 35 years. At the centre
of these cordial ties is the
Indian High Commission-
er (IHC) to Kenya and the
official liaison between
Delhi and Nairobi, a posi-
tion
currently occupied by His
Excellency (HE) Rahul
Chhabra. Picking up from
where his predecessor,
Suchitra Durai, left off in
representing India’s
foreign policy and fos-
tering Indo-Kenya diplo-
matic relations, the father
of two discusses trade,
culture and a fascinating
career that has taken him
out and about, interna-
tionally.

BY HUSSEIN JIVA
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You have been in office since mid-November and
have taken over the reign from the former Indian
High Commissioner (IHC), Suchitra Durai. How has
your settling in period been like?

Prior to this posting, you were based in Budapest,
Hungary. Do tell us more about your professional
journey as a High Commissioner.

to Dakar

Do you feel like this lifestyle suits you? After all,
your work sees you migrate from country to coun-
try and you have a family to also worry about.
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Indo-Kenya
Potential Is
Unlimited
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I for this. | have
cs and a Mas
stration  (MBA); most of
college |oined the private
the few who joined the
Joining the Ser-
system; appr
O people sit for the exams and
during my time, only 10 qualified, so the odds are
Furthermore, it takes about a year-and
efore you are confirmed. Initially, | had con
the lifestyle would treat us. However,
untry to country has taught my chil-
myself to me global citizens.
na s you to realise how small
ling around brings about per-
) only of the differences, but
larities of people divided by g raphy
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Your Excellency, since President Uhuru
Kenyatta stepped into office, there has been
a shift in the country’s approach; we are now
more inclined to the East as opposed to West,
in search of support and investment. India
remains a friendly Eastern partner. What does Ken-
ya represent for India?

The relationship dates back over a century: his-
torically, Indians settled in Kenya to construct the
Furthermore, others came as top law-
to fight le cases for the current Presi-
s father, former Pre Jomo Kenyat

railway,

sident,

ta. Meanwhile, others even played a pivotal role
framing Kenya's constitution. So, there re-
a historical connection that India and Ken
cognizant of. Curre he relotionship

warm and

betw: both

cor the last rs, PM Modi, visit-
ed while Pr nyatta visited In-
dia We hope this warm re-
lationship. There is a d relationship
among the diploma ommunity. For instance,

t at the United Nations (UN), we
h other’s positions and candidatures.
is tremendous scope to bring Ken
to the vast population of 1.3 billion
in a large ond diverse geographical
15 pleasantly surprised to

India has a reputation for better healthcare,
thus, the blossoming of medical tourism. Ken-
ya is improving on that front and there contin-
ves to be various exchanges to promote such a
relationship. How can we better this relationship
to have it spread across other sectors?

We have to broaden that inte

to talk to Kenyans
knowledge

Cross cou
n what Indi

its fruits
interactions
interactir
with dive
men, |ournali

g v

Anyone intere

than we!

engage in conversations on a my
Since the three high-profile multi-bilateral talks
between President Kenyatta and PM Modi, what
MoUs have been realised?

Rift Valley Textile
well and we hop

is going

a formal in

of the plant in April or May. It will

machinery, most of

Already, we have Indians training Ken

how to operate them

Another is The University of Nairobi's library,
which was under refurbishment. The refurbish-

ment, a USS$ 1 million grant, will also come to
fruition in a short period from now.

We have the successful installment of the Bhab-
hatron Il and digital radiotherapy simulator
at the Cancer Treatment Centre at Kenyatta
National Hospital. We have delivered essen
tial medicine to the health ministry and field
ambulanc

progre
There g g s
normal; such projects a
night. We, hc

stre

eir e ts to improve the lives of
Grants and development assistance
n provided by the
ernment of India in various sectors such as

ducation and othe

ential
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medicines worth US$ 1 million. It is our con-

stant endeavour to work closely with Kenyg
and Somalia to support them in their efforts
to achieve their objectives,

Beyond economic ties, culture presents an-
other opportunity for societal nourishment
and the enhancement of inter-country ap-
preciation. The IHC has actively been in-
volved in bringing in various performers
from India and even held the Urafiki Utsav
last year, What plans do you have to contin-
ve this practice?

The first is to get a yoga teacher from India
to be based in Nairobi and employed by the
Commission. She will conduct daily classes
ot the Apa Pant Auditorium in Parklands, and
will also be available for free-of-charge yoga
camps at universities, schools, corporate
houses and other institutions. Beyond the
Indian community, we hope to better engage
the indigenous population. A good example
of this is better engaging locals and the
International Day of Yoga presents one
such opportunity. Another immediate cul-
tural engagement is performance of a re-
nowned Kathak teacher from India to per-
form on the occasion of Republic Day in
Nairobi. Over a period of a week to 10 days,
she will also visit other cities to perform.
Furthermore, we are looking at bringing
Indian poets and comedians to entertain the
Kenyan audience. These are but a few activ-
ities that have been organised thus far and
that will continue.

India appears to be losing out to China as
Kenya’s major market for imports. How has
this changed India’s approach to bilateral
relations to Kenya?

Such things keep changing; different coun-
tries have different comparative advantag-
es. Kenya, as such, will turn to markets that
provide them the best value for their money.
| have noticed that there are many Indian
companies looking to do business in Ken-
ya. Already, there have been plants set up,
office spaces secured, Kenyans employed
and products in the market. These are the
first steps towards expanding businesses in
Kenya. Therefore, while there may be some
challenges on the trade front because of cer-
tain parameters, investments are increasing.

Do you feel Kenya and India are fulfilling the
potential of their relationship?

There is much more that can be done; the
potential is unlimited. What | am focusing on
is people-to-people interactions. Your read-
ers may not know this, but every day, we
send one Kenyan on a government-of-india
scholarship, complete with a paid ticket, tu-
ition, pocket money and stipend, to India to
pursue certain courses of their choice. And
the duration of courses range from weeks to
months.
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Both India and China are catalysts to Africa’s
growth and development. While China’s trade
with the continent was the largest, ot US$ 170
billion, as of mid-2018, The Economic Times
article, India’s trade in comparison was ot
USS 62 billion. What defines your investment
strategy in Africa?

e

On a personal note, drawing from your vast
experiences and posts, what legacy do you
hope to leave in Kenya in your role as the IHC
by the end of your term

On a final note, January 26th is India’s Republic
Day. What message would you share with our
readers for the occasion?

26th JAN

As we celebrate the spirit of a free India,
let's take time to remember the glory of
the country and feel proud of its rich heritage.
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